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Food security remains stable for a greater part of the country prior to lean season

Key Messages Figure |. Estimated food security outcomes, August-
September 2010

e At the national level, food security has remained stable
with supply from the 2009/10 harvests still in stock and a
constant supply of basic food stuffs on the market. This
situation is likely to prevail through September. Supplies
from own production are expected to have run out at the
beginning of the lean season in October for most parts of
the country, especially the drier and grain deficit areas
covering the southern, western, and northern parts of the
country.
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poor and very poor households in both rural and urban areas. For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale,

The May 2010 Zimbabwe Assessment Committee (ZimVAC) | please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale

rural livelihoods assessment projected that at the peak, 1.3 million people would be food insecure during the 2010/11
consumption year, with estimates for the rural food insecure population being 537,514 in the July-September period and
904,463 in the October-December period. The highest prevalence of food insecurity was estimated to be in the provinces of
Matabeleland North, Matabeleland South, Masvingo, and the northern parts of the country, all of which experienced dry
spells in the second half of the 2009/10 cropping season. As projected in the FEWS NET Zimbabwe July Outlook, the worst
affected livelihood zones in these provinces are: the Poor Resource Kariba Valley livelihood zone in the north-west part of
the country covering the Binga, Kariba, and Hwange districts (Matabeleland North and Mashonaland West provinces); the

This report provides an update to the July 2010 FEWS NET Food Security Outlook report which estimated food security conditions in Zimbabwe through December
2010. The next Outlook report will be released in October and will cover the October 2010 to March 201 | period.
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Beitbridge and South Western Lowveld Communal livelihood zone in the July/August period since there was an outbreak of
foot and mouth disease. Subsequently, vaccinations were being administered to control the outbreak. Though it might be
too early to assess the impact, it seems the veld fire | Table 2. Total cost of food and non-food items — CCZ monthly
awareness campaigns by the Environmental monitoring
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Food security in urban areas remains stable with a constant supply of basic commodities on the market. This condition is
expected to prevail through the outlook period. Some supermarkets have introduced promotions and specials to enable
consumer access. Though prices of the most basic commodities have remained stable since the beginning of the year (Table
2), they are not affordable for the majority of poor and very poor urban households who have limited or low incomes. This
has been worsened by the recent increase in bread prices of 10 percent following the Russian wheat ban. The projected
poor winter wheat harvest this season is also likely to contribute to bread shortages and even pushing prices higher making
the wheat unaffordable. Bread is an alternative to staple cereals and most urban households depend on this. Considering
that the minimum monthly salary for civil servants (USD 165.00) can only cover the cost of food items, non-food items or
services such as health, education, utilities, and transport remain uncovered. In some low residential areas of Harare, some
poor households have been unable to pay their utility bills (particularly the water bills and property taxes) and they face the
threat of losing their homes. If this situation continues, many poor households will be homeless, thus intensifying their level
of vulnerability. A challenge also exists in the area of water supply, where a number of areas in Harare were running dry for
the past three to four years.

Preparations for urban cropping this summer season have not intensified, however, there are some poor urban households
who are likely to lose their small farming plots, which are now being opened up for residential and industrial properties in
these areas. These affected households are likely to have a reduced production of cereals from urban agriculture as a result
of this development. Monitoring of the impact will be continuously assessed as the summer season starts.
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