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Good meher harvest anticipated following normal to above normal kiremt rains

Key Messages

e The number of people requiring emergency food assistance
up to December 2010 is likely to decrease following the
June/July 2010 belg harvest, generally stable prices across
the country, improved availability of water and pasture,
and favorable livestock to cereals terms of trade in pastoral
and agro-pastoral areas.

e Despite ongoing assistance, improved availability of
pasture and water, and stable cereal prices in the eastern
marginal meher producing parts of the country, high food
insecurity will persist as the June to September lean season
progresses. Food security is expected to improve when the
new harvest begins in October.

e Localized flooding, hailstorms and other weather induced
hazards as a result of the continued normal to above
normal kiremt rains are expected to cause crop losses in
the flood-prone areas of Amhara, Southern Nations
Nationalities and People’s (SNNP), Tigray, Oromia,
Gambella, and Benshangul Gumuz regions.

e A La Nifa is expected to depress October to December
pastoral rains, resulting in water and pasture shortages and
deterioration in livestock to cereal Terms of Trade, leading
to high food insecurity in the pastoral and agro pastoral
areas of southern Somali region, the lowlands of Bale,
Borena and Guji zones of Oromia Region, and South Omo
of SNNP Regions.

Updated food security outlook through December

2010

There have been significant improvements in food security
following the start of the belg harvest in June/luly and

Figure I. Estimated food security outcomes, August to
September 2010
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Figure 2. Estimated food security outcomes October
to December 2010
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For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity
Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale

improved pastoral conditions in SNNPR, belg dependent north eastern highlands, northern and the southern pastoral and
agro-pastoral parts of the country (Figures 1 and 2). The overall number of people who require humanitarian assistance
through December, which stood at 5.23 million in the beginning of 2010 is expected to decrease significantly. The
government is expected to release the findings of the June/luly belg/gu/ganna seasonal needs assessment by early

September.

This report provides an update to the July 2010 FEWS NET Food Security Outlook report which estimated food security conditions through December 2010. The next

Outlook report will be released in October and will cover
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food assistance programs have improved the general food security situation. But, the poorest households are likely to
continue facing moderate food insecurity through December 2010.

Shortages of water persists in parts of southern Warder, pockets of Kabridaher, Shaykosh, Doboweyn, West Imey, eastern
Bare, Selah ad, Hudet and parts of Moayle woredas in southern Somali Region where the performance of the 2010 gu (April
to June) rains was below normal. Pasture availability is also a growing concern in parts of Bare, Gorobakaksa, Charati, parts
of Dolobay and west Imey woredas due to poor rains and damage by grasshoppers. Generally, the livestock body condition
and milk availability have improved although the number of milking animals is limited as a result of drought-related
livestock mortality over the past three years. Pastoral terms of trade are currently favorable in this parts the region
following improved livestock prices and increased demand from the Gulf Countries. Crop prospects in the agro-pastoral
areas in the region are less promising due to late planting, flood damage, and pest infestation. Prolonged floods are also
likely to constrain recessional farming in the riverine areas. While market supply and prices are good in most of the region,
decreased market availability and increasing prices are, however the growing concerns in parts of Fik and Degahabour
zones due to restricted commercial movements. Pasture and water sources in the lowlands of Bale, Guji and Borena zones
of Oromia and South Omo zone of SNNP regions have also adequately replenished to last the needs over the dry season.
Although the food security situation in most of these areas has improved considerably, the poorest households will
continue to be moderately food insecure through September while high levels of food insecurity will persist in areas that
currently face shortage of water and pasture problems and those areas affected by restriction of market and movement.
On the other hand, following the current dry season, the October to December deyr rains are likely to be below normal due
to the influence of current La Nifia according to IRl and ECMWEF forecasts. A poor deyr season would lead to high food
insecurity among poor households in southern pastoral and agropastoral areas due to its impact on pasture and water,
reduced crop harvests, reduced market supplies, and deteriorations in cereal to livestock terms-of-trade.

In Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples’ Region belg harvest is nearing completion while planting of short cycle
meher crops is in progress. Unless adverse weather conditions cause severe impacts in the remaining months of the season,
early outlook of the current meher harvest looks very promising. Pasture and water availability is normal and has led to
significant improvement in the condition of livestock, their productivity and prices. With the start of belg harvest, market
supply of staple foods is good with cereal prices either stabilizing or declining in most markets. Admissions to Outreach
Therapeutic Programs (OTPs) have continued to decline or remain stable for quite some time. All these point to a moderate
level of food insecurity situation until December in most woredas of the region. Exceptions are the meher dependent areas
and pocket areas in parts of the region that encountered yield losses during the recent belg season from heavy rainfall and
related shocks.

With the exception of woredas in Mejenger zone in Gambella, most parts of the region will continue to face high levels of
food insecurity between now and September in spite of the availability of green maize and ongoing food aid distributions.
Many populations in Jor, Lare, Itang, Akobo, Jakawo and Wantawo are highly at risk of continued flooding following the
rising levels of the major Rivers of Baro, Gillo, Akobo and Alwero and predicted heavy rains over the remainder of the
season. Nonetheless, food security in most parts of the region is likely to improve when the main harvest comes in
September (it may extend to October for the late planted crops) followed by potential decline of food prices leaving only
the most vulnerable very poor and poor households at moderate level of food insecurity. On the contrary, those displaced
by conflicts will continue to be highly food insecure as their livelihoods has been somewhat disrupted.

Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline
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